HISTORY OF OUR SQUADRON

THE GREAT SOUTH BAY POWER SQUADRON RECEIVED IT'S CHARTER AND WAS FORMED
ON MAY I16™, 194 1. PRIOR TO THIS TIME, GREAT SOUTH BAY WAS A DIVISION OF
SOUTH SHORE POWER SQUADRON.

GREAT SOUTH BAY’S FIRST MEETING WAS HELD AT COOPER’'S HOTEL IN BAY SHORE
AND G. Rowe WHITcomB, JN, WAS SWORN IN AS COMMANDER. THE MEMBERSHIP
NUMBERED FORTY FOUR.

GREAT SOUTH BAY'S AREA INCLUDED MEMBERS FROM AMITYVILLE TO PATCHOGUE,
SPANNED FOUR TOWNSHIPS AND COVERED OVER TWENTY-FIVE MILES OF GREAT SOUTH
BAY SHORELINE.

IN 1951, GREAT SOUTH BAY FATHERED TWO NEW SQUADRONS TO SHARE IN THE
RESPONSIBILITY OF EDUCATING THE PUBLIC IN SAFE BOATING PRACTICES; HENCE
CAPTREE POWER SQUADRON TO THE WEST AND PATCHOGUE BAY POWER SQUADRON
TO THE EAST WERE BORN.

GREAT SOUTH BAY'S BURGEE WAS THE FIRST TO BE AUTHORIZED TO A USPS
SQUADRON BY THE USPS NATIONAL GOVERNING BOARD.

GREAT SOUTH BAY’'sS NEWSLETTER, THE GREAT SOUTH SPRAY, HAS CONSISTENTLY
BEEN A FIRST CLASS AWARD WINNING MONTHLY PUBLICATION.

THREE OF GREAT SOUTH BAY’'s PAST COMMANDERS HAVE HAD THE HONOR TO SERVE
AS DiIsTRICT COMMANDERS OF USPS DISTRICT 3, AND ONE IS A PAST DISTRICT 3
EpucaTiONAL OFFICER.

SOCIAL REFORMS OF THE 1960’s AND 1970’S BROUGHT DRAMATIC CHANGES IN
MEMBERSHIP POLICY; IN | 983 THE GREAT SOUTH BAY ADMITTED IT'S FIRST WOMEN
MEMBERS.

GREAT SOUTH BAY'S MEMBERS’' AFFECTION FOR BOATING AND ORGANIZED CRUISES AND
RENDEZVOUS HAD EARNED IT THE “BOATING SQUADRON” REPUTATION THAT IS ENVIED
THROUGHOUT DISTRICT 3.

IN MAY 2006, GREAT SOUTH BAY WILL CELEBRATE SIXTY-FIVE YEARS OF PUBLIC
SERVICE, SELF EDUCATION AND FRATERNAL BOATING. GREAT SOUTH BAY IS PROUD OF
IT'S HISTORY, IT'S ACHIEVEMENTS, IT'S REPUTATION AND IT'S TRADITION, AND IS
DEDICATED TO PROMOTING SAFE BOATING ON THE GREAT SOUTH BAY.

AT THE START OF 2006, THE GSBPS CONSISTED OF 228 MEMBERS.




