
United States Power Squadron History 
 
Early in 1912, a group of Motor Boat owners (members of the Boston Yacht Club 
whose members were predominantly sail boat skippers) realized the pressing need for 
some sort of education for pleasure boat owners. They formed a group which became 
known as the Power Squadron of the Boston yacht Club. The object was to hold a 
series of classes at which each member would make a presentation on the essentials of 
navigation, as applied to small craft owners.  Word of this group spread to other 
Eastern ports and more boat and yacht clubs adopted the idea. finally, on February 2, 
1914 at a meeting held at the New York Yacht club, the nationwide organization now 
known as the United States Power Squadron was founded. 
 
Today, USPS consists of squadron units spread all over the United States and it’s 
possessions, including the Canal Zone. it is estimated that about 3 million men and 
women have taken the courses in navigation given free by the Squadrons. The USPS has 
perfected it’s educational courses in navigation, small boat handling and marine 
maintenance. A sister organization, the Canadian power Squadron, came into being in 
1938 and has made substantial progress with the full cooperation of the USPS. 
 
USPS is essentially an educational service body – a non-profit, non- political volunteer 
organization, whose principal objective is the advancement of boating education. The 
courses given by the USPS are recognized throughout the country as being the best 
of their kind available and are accepted enthusiastically by the general public, boating 
magazines, and experts in government affairs. During both World Wars, instructors of 
USPS were called upon by the maritime branches of the us Government to serve in many 
capacities. 
 
As a result of the worthwhile programs of the USPS, a special Ensign was designed, 
which Members are privileged to fly when they are aboard their vessels.  


